Proper Maintenance For Beautiful, Healthy Trees
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Mulching
Mulch to
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A 2- to 3- inch layer applied out to the tree’s drip line is ideal. Avoid mulch
“volcanoes.” Keep mulch a few inches away from the trunk to avoid pest
and disease problems.
Mulch retains soil moisture and moderates soil temperature extremes. Mulch
provides a well-cared-for appearance, while preventing damage from lawn
care equipment. Trunk damage slows growth and can lead to
borer infestation and wood decay.

Pruning
Pruning is not necessary the first year after planting. Roots will be larger after one year if left unpruned.
Beginning 2 years after planting, prune lightly every year or every other year. After
10 years, frequency of pruning depends on the type of tree and amount of shade
the canopy receives.
Winter is the best time to prune because branches are easy to see,
diseases cannot be spread, and there is minimal stress to the tree.
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Do not remove more than 25 percent of the tree’s live branches
(and therefore leaves) at any one time.

Watering
During the first couple growing seasons, newly planted trees expend a lot of energy trying to get their roots
established in the soil. Especially during the first few summers of a new tree’s life, it will have a difficult time
dealing with heat and drought.
The best way to know how often and how much to water is to check the soil moisture at 6 inches below the
surface. Water when dry.
Tree roots need oxygen. Soil saturated with water for more than 24 hours can prevent roots from getting
oxygen. Therefore, watering too much is as dangerous as watering too little (and is harder to correct).

Tree Establishment
The length of time for establishment of a tree depends on the original tree size and the growing conditions
after planting. All trees experience transplant shock regardless of tree size when planted.
During the period of transplant shock, both root and shoot growth are reduced. Vigorous growth does not
return until the roots are established. A 4-inch diameter tree is larger and requires a minimum of 5 years to
develop an established root system. Protect tree roots from soil compaction. Remember that tree roots
extend 2 to 3 times the width of the canopy.

The more aftercare a tree receives – particularly in its first two years –
the more likely it is to survive and flourish.
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